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Trafficking in Human Beings: Countering Impunity 

Thursday, 1 December 2022 
 

08:30  Arrival and registration of participants 
 

08:50  Welcome and introduction 
 Alma Zadić, Petra Schneebauer, Ramin Farinpour 
 

 

I. SETTING THE SCENE: UNDERSTANDING THE PROBLEM OF IMPUNITY, 
THE FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO IT AND GOOD AND PROMISING 
PRACTICES TO COUNTERACT IT 

Chair: Ramin Farinpour 
 

09:05      Understanding the scope and nature of impunity: facts and figures 

• The impact of emerging challenges on THB, its perpetrators, victims and 
investigations 

• Good and promising practices to counteract impunity 
               Katharina Thon, Tetiana Rudenko 
  

09:45      Discussion 
 

10:00      Are national criminal codes fit for purpose to counteract impunity or does 
               more have to be done? An evaluation of the penal provisions of the Dutch 
               Criminal Code to combat THB 
               Luuk Esser             

10:30  Discussion 
 

10:45   Coffee break 
 

II. TOOLS AND METHODS TO ENHANCE INVESTIGATIONS AND 
PROSECUTIONS – PART I 

Chair: Katharina Thon 
 

11:15      Leveraging innovation to fight trafficking in human beings: a   
               comprehensive analysis of technology tools  
               Radu Cucos, Thi Hoang 
 

12:00      Discussion 
     

12:15  Utilising the European Investigation Order (EIO) to enhance THB 
               investigations and prosecutions: technical limits of the investigatory  
               measures 
               Alexandru Dena 
 
 

12:45      Discussion  
 

13:00      Lunch  
 

14:00      Europol’s work and assistance in enhancing cross-border law enforcement  
               cooperation to combat THB 

• Data analysis and understanding the modus operandi of traffickers 

• Joint Investigation Teams (JITs) 

• Financial investigations and asset recovery 
              Szonja Szabó 
 

14:45     The role and possibilities of Eurojust in countering THB through enhanced   
               cross-border judicial cooperation 

• Eurojust THB report on best practice and issues in judicial cooperation  

• Joint Investigation Teams (JITs) 

• Freezing and confiscation of assets 
Ioana van Nieuwkerk, Tatiana Jancewicz 
 

15:30      Discussion 
 

15:45      Coffee break 
 

III. SIMULTANEOUS WORKSHOPS 
 

16:15       

• Victim-centered investigations and prosecutions of THB 
Kerstin Kreuzer, Maarten Noordzij, Evelyn Probst 
 

• Setting up and managing a JIT 
Tatiana Jancewicz, Ioana van Nieuwkerk, Ursula Schmudermayer  
 

• Forensic tools in THB cases, case management 
Alexandru Dena 

• Leveraging innovation to fight THB: technology tools 
Thi Hoang 

 

18:15      End of first day 

Objective 
 
This first seminar in a series of three co-
funded by the European Commission will 
analyse the scope and nature of the 
problem of impunity when investigating and 
prosecuting trafficking in human beings 
(THB). Best practices will be shared in how 
to counteract impunity, including national 
and cross-border law enforcement and 
judicial cooperation, and also cooperation 
with NGOs and civil society in identifying 
perpetrators and victims of THB. 
 

Who should attend? 
 
Judges, prosecutors, law enforcement 
officers, civil society/NGOs from eligible EU 
Member States (Denmark does not 
participate in the Internal Security Fund - 
Police 2014-2020) and eligible Candidate 
Countries (Albania and Montenegro). 
 

Venue 
 
Federal Ministry of Justice 
Museumstraße 7 
Vienna 
Austria 
 
 

Participation fee and 
reimbursement of costs  
 

Participation fee: €120, including 
documentation, lunch and a joint dinner 
 
Travel costs up to €300 will be reimbursed 
by ERA upon presentation of the original 
receipts, tickets, boarding passes or 
invoices after the seminar. 
 
Two nights' hotel accommodation up to 
€145/night will be reimbursed by ERA upon 
receipt of the original invoice. 
 
 

Your contact person 
 

 

Ramin Farinpour 
Senior Lawyer 
E-Mail: rfarinpour@era.int 

 

 

Susanne Babion 
Assistant 

E-Mail: sbabion@era.int  
Tel.: +49 (0) 651 9 37 37 422 
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19:30      Joint dinner 
 

Friday, 2 December 2022 

 

IV. TOOLS AND METHODS TO ENHANCE INVESTIGATIONS AND 
PROSECUTIONS – PART II 

Chair: Ramin Farinpour 
 

09:00  Workshop reports 
 
09:15     Following the money: the importance of understanding illicit financial flows  
              and effective financial investigations related to THB 

• Financial intelligence, tracing illicit funds and profits, asset-freezing and 
confiscation 

• Related money-laundering and diversification into cryptoassets 

• Victim compensation 

• Inter-agency cooperation 
              Patrick Bourgeois 
  
09:45     Discussion 
 

V. VICTIM-CENTRED APPROACHES TO INVESTIGATIONS AND 
PROSECUTIONS 

Chair: Ramin Farinpour 
 
10:00      Victim identification: important tools in victim-centred law enforcement 

investigations 

• National Referral Mechanism (NRM) 

• Identifying victims and perpetrators 

• Interviewing victims and giving them support 

• Inter-agency cooperation 
Kerstin Kreuzer 

 

10:45      Discussion  
 

11:00      Coffee break 
 

11:30      Protecting victims during judicial proceedings and ensuring maximum  
               penalties for perpetrators 

• Non-punishment and non-prosecution of victims, the danger of secondary 
victimisation 

• Victimless prosecution strategies within the context of evidence-gathering 

• Victim protection and compensation 

• Inter-agency cooperation 
               Maarten Noordzij 
 

12:15      Discussion   
 

12:30      Access to justice and the work of civil society: ensuring victims’ rights are 

               protected 

• Victim identification and protection from perpetrators  

• Provision of support during investigations and judicial proceedings  

• Access to remedies and compensatory measures 
               Evelyn Probst 
 

13:15      Discussion 
 

13:30      End of the seminar 

 

 For programme updates: www.era.int 

 Programme may be subject to amendment. 

 

 

  

CPD 
 
ERA’s programmes meet the standard 
requirements for recognition as Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD). This 
event corresponds to 11 CPD hours. 
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 Apply online for 

Trafficking in Human Beings: Countering Impunity 

Vienna, 1-2 December 2022 / Event number: 322DT103 

Apply online for  
“Trafficking in Human 
Beings: Countering 
Impunity”: 
 
www.era.int/?131263&en     
 

 
 

Venue 
 

Federal Ministry of Justice  
Museumstraße 7 
Vienna 
Austria 
 

Languages 

English, German  
(simultaneous interpretation) 

 

 

Contact Person 

Susanne Babion 

Assistant 

sbabion@era.int   

+49 651 9 37 37 - 422 

 

Terms and conditions of participation 
 

Selection  

1. Participation is open to judges, prosecutors, law enforcement officers, civil 
society/NGOs from eligible EU Member States (Denmark does not participate in the 
Internal Security Fund - Police 2014-2020) and EU Candidate Countries (Albania and 
Montenegro). 
  

2. The number of places available is limited (50 places). Participation will be subject to 
a selection procedure.  

3. Applications should be submitted by 17 October 2022. 

4. A response will be sent to every applicant after the deadline. Participation is subject 
to a selection procedure. 
 
We advise you not to book any travel or hotel before you receive our 
confirmation. 

Registration fee  

5. €120, including documentation, lunch and a joint dinner. 

Travel expenses 

6. Travel costs up to €300 can be reimbursed by ERA upon receipt of the original 
receipts, tickets, boarding passes, invoices after the seminar.  

Participants are asked to book their own travel. Participants are advised of the 
obligation to use the most cost-efficient mode of transport available and to read the 
travel reimbursement information sheet carefully.  

Accommodation 

7. Two nights' single room accommodation up to €145 per night can be reimbursed by 
ERA upon receipt of the original receipts and invoices after the seminar if they have 
to travel more than 100km to Vienna.  

Other services 

8. One lunch, beverages consumed during the coffee breaks and the seminar 
documents are offered by ERA. One joint dinner is also included. 

Participation 

9. Participation at the whole seminar is required and your presence will be recorded. 

10. A list of participants including each participant’s address will be made available to all 
participants unless ERA receives written objection from the participant no later than 
one week prior to the beginning of the event. 

11. The participant’s address and other relevant information will be stored in ERA’s 
database in order to provide information about future ERA events, publications 
and/or other developments in the participant’s area of interest unless the participant 
indicates that he or she does not wish ERA to do so. 

12. A certificate of attendance will be distributed at the end of the seminar.  
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Understanding the Scope and 

Nature of Impunity 

osce.org

Co-funded by the European Union

2

Closing the Gap: 

The need for a comprehensive CTHB response

Why are we 

falling short?
***

1 prosecution for every 4691 victims 

It is estimated that there are about 50 million victims of human trafficking 

globally. Yet only 10,572 traffickers were prosecuted worldwide 

1

2



2

3

“Ending Impunity - Delivering Justice” 
through Prosecuting Trafficking in Human Beings

The Conference of the Alliance against 

Trafficking in Persons

“Protection –
Upholding Victim's Rights and Strengthening Assistance”

4

Political Will 

The way forward in countering impunity
Recommendations

Specialization and Cooperation

Specialized Anti-trafficking units

Multi-agency cooperation 

Joint-Investigation teams 

Working smarter 

Using Financial investigations

Leveraging the use of technology

Sustainable training
Training of all Anti-trafficking 

stakeholder but also actors from 

adjacent sectors

Protection and promotion 

of the rights of victims
Through a victim-centred, 

gender-sensitive, 

trauma-informed approach

3
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Covid-19 –
The negative impact of the pandemic on CTHB responses

In times of Covid-19

Attention of States 
shifted toward 

dealing with a global 
health pandemic

Vulnerabilities of 
persons increased 

Modus operandi of 
human traffickers 

changed

Greater risk to become a victim of human trafficking 

6

Hidden in Plain Sight

The rise of invisible crimes during Covid-19

“Human trafficking is always invisible. During a pandemic, 

it is easier to have cases going on that nobody reports.” 
*Frontline Stakeholder from Portugal (ODIHR/UNWOMEN report)

5

6
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Hidden in Plain Sight
Domestic Violence

Domestic violence is

among the recognized,

well-documented push

factors into trafficking

for the purpose of

sexual exploitation.

Even before Covid-19…

8

Hidden in Plain Sight

Challenges faced by survivors of trafficking in human beings as a result of 

implementation of measures related to COVID-19 pandemic

7

8
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9

A challenge to the 4P Framework

10

Protection
Access to services

Access to services via different communication tools during COVID-19 pandemic

“Government employees are working from home and not always

easily available. Online meetings cannot be arranged due to lack of

technical capacities of government staff. Contact via telephone is

also limited.” * Frontline stakeholder from Austria (ODIHR/UNWOMEN report)

“Most of government online recourse takes

Wi-Fi and I don't have money to buy it.”
*Woman survivor from South Africa (ODIHR/UNWOMEN

report)

Services that survivors need Decreased access to services and opportunities for the 

beneficiaries during COVId-19 pandemic

9
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Protection
Access shelter 

Access to shelter during the COVID-19 pandemic

With no place to go and services not being accessible, victims of domestic violence and 

THB remained hidden in plain sight.

12

Prosecution
Ensuring the continuity of the justice system 

57% of the victims experienced changes due to 

implementation of Covid-19 related measures 

90% reduction on court operations in early times of the 

Pandemic 

“My criminal injuries hearing has finished, but they

won't mail out the results and compensation until

after Covid is over.” *Woman survivor from Canada

(ODIHR/UNWOMEN report)

11

12
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13

Street prostitution decreased from 53% (2016) to 9% (in 2020) while 

online prostitution increased from 34% to 87%

Prosecution 
Adapting modes of operation

“Many of those in prostitution, including victims of trafficking, have been moved online to offer remote

'services.' This represents serious risks now and in perpetuity as the online material can be shared without

consent now and in the future. Pimps and traffickers are undoubtedly using online platforms to continue

making profits from victims of sexual exploitation.” *Frontline stakeholder from Ireland (ODIHR/UNWOMEN report)

“… Law enforcement should have a more active presence online.” *Man survivor from the United States (ODIHR/UNWOMEN report)

14

Impunity in times of Covid-19 –
Recommendations 

Prevention

▪ Ensure universal and equal access to services

▪ Grant or extend temporary resident permits to migrants and asylum seekers

Protection

▪ Provide victims of trafficking with access to essential services 

▪ Extend all protection and assistance measures for all victims of trafficking, 

▪ Establish or strengthen hotlines for human trafficking

Prosecution 

▪ Ensure the continuity of the justice system to investigate and prosecute traffickers

▪ To recognize and detect human trafficking, investigators will have to adapt to the changing 

environment, including once lockdown measures are lifted

Partnership

▪ Strengthen strategic partnerships at all levels 

13

14
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Enhancing anti-trafficking 

prevention and response to the 

humanitarian crisis in Ukraine

16

• 6.2 million people estimated to be internally displaced in Ukraine

• 7.8 million refugees present across Europe 

• Overwhelming majority: 88% women and children

UNHCR, Nov 2022

Some numbers…

• 4.5 million have registered for temporary 

protection or similar national protection 

schemes

15

16
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17

Observations after visits

• Impressive job by States in registering people as well as providing 

information and immediate accommodation/shelter 

• Strong presence of border guards, law enforcement, volunteers at early 

stages – declining with time

• As a result, risks begin at border (or before) but extend much further 

into destination countries (most reports coming from areas beyond 

border)

• Need simple but repeated awareness-raising and access to official 

information

• Be systematic, not hysterical

18

THB risks

• Men meeting Ukrainian girls/women at the railway stations, inviting 

them for a night or offering money, forcing girls/young women into cars, 

raping, disappearances

• Offers of help with transportation and housing for girls/young women 

only

• A lot of unofficial information, esp. in social media, on procedures 

to obtain temporary protection and different types of assistance, terms, 

conditions, sanctions and “ways around”  

• “Too good to be true” job offers, unofficial labour (risks of forced 

criminality, incl. SoM)

17

18
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19

• Across Europe, a significant spike in online 

searches using terms related to Ukrainian 

pornography

• Since the start of the war, global search traffic for 

Ukrainian porn increased 600%

• Searches for “Ukrainian escorts” increased 200%

• As a result, spiking demand for sexual access 

to Ukrainian women

Risks online

20

• 78% have been separated from immediate family members

• Unaccompanied children

• 13% of all family members are older persons

• 24% of households include at least one person at heightened risk 

(specific needs)

• 75% of respondents had a tertiary level of education

• Resources are shrinking

• Accommodation and employment are refugees’ top priority need

Increasing vulnerabilities

19

20
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21

Need to prevent the current 

humanitarian crisis from turning 

into a human trafficking crisis

22

On the need to enhance anti-trafficking prevention

amid flows of persons from Ukraine (9 March 2022)

On enhancing efforts to identify and mitigate risks of 

trafficking in human beings online as a result of the 

humanitarian crisis in Ukraine (22 April 2022)

Recommendations

21

22
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23

• Immediate prevention measures and responses to pressing needs of 

persons seeking refuge 

• Legislative and policy measures to prevent and mitigate 

vulnerabilities

• Integration assistance and support to lessen refugees’ vulnerability to 

exploitation

• Enhance preparedness of CTHB mechanisms

Prevention 

24

• Inform people seeking refuge of the risks of human trafficking, 

including “too good to be true” offers

• Enhance operations of anti-trafficking hotlines, in languages 

understood by people seeking refuge, and broadly publicize the 

hotline number, encouraging them to contact hotline in case of 

possible questions or suspicions

• Establish clear procedures for rapid exchange of information on 

people seeking refuge registered in the transit and destination 

countries and their place of residence in order to prevent people, 

especially children, from going missing and reduce their vulnerability 

to trafficking in human beings

Enhance preparedness of CTHB mechanisms 
– need to intensify

23

24
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25

• Monitor locations known for 

high risks of human trafficking, 

including those related to 

provision of sexual services—

including online—street begging 

and informal sectors of economy

• Labour inspections to exercise 

state control over high-risk 

business sectors

Enhance preparedness of CTHB mechanisms 
– need to intensify

26

• Remain attentive to dynamic patterns of large flows of people and 

the constantly changing tactics employed by traffickers, and 

rapidly exchange information to adjust responses

• Resources to ensure a robust CTHB prevention and response to 

exploitation within large flows of people -> Ukrainians can be also a 

resource (cultural mediators, interpreters, psychologists, etc.)

• Direct contacts between National Anti-Trafficking Co-ordinators, 

Rapporteurs or equivalent mechanisms of the transit and 

destination countries to exchange data and information on trafficking 

patterns observed and to co-ordinate on responses, incl. prosecution

Enhance preparedness of CTHB mechanisms 
– need to intensify

25

26
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27

Thank you!

osce.org/secretariat/trafficking

@osce_cthb

27
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Modernising the
penal provision on 
trafficking in human 
beings
The case of the Netherlands

Luuk Esser LL.M PhD

December 1st, 2022 | Vienna (ERA)

Co-funded by the European Union

› Trafficking in Human Beings (THB) in the Netherlands: a brief 
introduction

› A look at the current legislation

› New legislation

– Background

– Aims and objectives

– Process

– Relation to international standards/instruments

This presentation

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 2

1
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› Legislation influenced by international developments, i.e. multiple 
international standards and instrument, such as:

– UN Palermo Protocol

– Council of Europe Convention

– EU Directive 2011/36/EU

– ILO Forced Labour Convention (and its Protocol)

› Last extensive adjustment in 2005 (implementation UN Palermo 
Protocol / EU-legislation)

THB in the Netherlands: a closer look

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 3

Key figures

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 4

Figure 1. Number of registered potential victims

3
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Key figures

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 5

Figure 2. Form of 
exploitation

Forced organ removal
Criminal exploitation
Labour exploitation
Sexual exploitation (international)

Sexual exploitation (domestic)

Unknown

Key figures

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 6

Figure 3. Country of origin

5
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› THB is criminalized in Article 273f of the Dutch Penal Code (DCP)

› Combination of national and international legislation

› Different acts, one qualification: trafficking in human beings

› ‘Fair labelling’

Current legislation

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 7

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 8

Section 273f Dutch Penal Code

1. Any person who:
1° by coercion, act of violence or any other act or threat of violence or threat of any other act, by
extortion, fraud, deception or abuse of a position of authority arising from de facto 
circumstances, by abuse of a position of vulnerability or by giving or receiving remuneration or 
benefits in order to obtain the consent of a person who has control over this other person 
recruits, transports, transfers, harbours or receives another person with the purpose of 
exploiting this other person or removing his organs; 
2° recruits, transports, transfers, harbours or receives another person with the purpose of 
exploiting this other person or removing his organs whereas this person is under the age of 
eighteen years;
3° recruits, removes or abducts another person with the intention of inducing this person to make 
himself available for the performance of sexual acts with or for a third party for remuneration;
4° compels or persuades another person with one of the means referred to in 1° to make himself
available for the performance of work or services or to make his organs available or under the
circumstances referred to in 1°, takes any action which he knows or has reasonable cause to
suspect will lead that other person to make himself available for the performance of labour or 
services or make his organs available;
5° induces another person to make himself available for the performance of sexual acts with or for
a third party for remuneration or make his organs available for remuneration or takes any action 
in regard of another person which he knows or has reasonable cause to suspect will lead that
other person to make himself available for the performance of these acts or services or make 
his organs available, whereas this person is under the age of eighteen years;
6° intentionally profits from the exploitation of another person;
7° intentionally profits from the removal of the organs of another person while he knows or has 
reasonable cause to suspect that his organs have been removed under one of the
circumstances referred to in 1°;
8° intentionally profits from the sexual acts of another person with or for a third party for
remuneration or the removal of his organs for remuneration, whereas this other person is under
the age of eighteen years;
9° compels or induces another person by any of the means referred to in 1° to provide him with the
proceeds of his sexual acts with or for a third party or of the removal of his organs;

shall be guilty of human trafficking and as such shall be liable to a term of imprisonment not exceeding
twelve years or a fine of the fifth category.

UN Palermo Protocol

International Convention
for the Suppression of the
Traffic in Women of Full Age, 
1933

National background

‘Trafficking acts’

‘Exploitation acts’

‘Act of profiting’

7
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1° by coercion, act of violence or any other act or threat of violence or threat of any other act, 
by extortion, fraud, deception or iabuse of a position of authority arising from de facto 
circumstances, by abuse of a position of vulnerabilty or by giving or receiving remuneration or 
benefits in order to obtain the consent of a person who has control over this other person 
recruits, transports, transfers, harbours or receives another person with the purpose of 
exploiting this other person or removing his organs; 

Application in practice

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 9

› Three recognizable elements: acts – means – purpose (of 
exploitation)

› Acts: ‘neutral’ acts, no interpretative issues 

› Means: abuse of a position of vulnerability takes centre stage in 
case law

› Broad interpretation by Supreme Court: 

– a) Position of vulnerability, inter alia: irregular status, drug addiction, 
witholding passports

– b) Proof of knowledge about this situation at the side of the trafficker
constitutes the abuse (use = abuse). 

Application in practice

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 10

9
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› Purpose of exploitation

› Supreme Court: when assessing whether a situation qualifies as 
exploitation, courts should take into account the following aspects:

– Nature and duration of the work the victim was forced into;

– The limitations posed by this situation on the victim;

– The financial benefits gained by the perpetrator. 

– The frame of reference for weighing these and other relevant factors should
be the prevailing social standards in the Netherlands (inter alia standards
regarding minimum wage, rest periods, working conditions et cetera).

Application in practice

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 11

› Multiple acts – different in nature – criminalised under one
qualification: trafficking in human beings

› Longest provision in the Dutch Penal Code

› Overlap between acts

› Applicability is complex, according to legal doctrine and
practicioners

Challenges

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 12

11
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› Difficulties in the application in labour exploitation cases: high 
threshold (burden of proof) and lots of space left open for
interpretation by judges, leading to casuistic case law

› ‘Lack of criminalisation’

Challenges

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 13

Administrative law

Labour exploitation

?

› Background

› Aims and objectives

› Process

› International and European instruments

Modernisation of Article 273f DPC

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 14

13

14
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› Coalition agreement, December 2021

› Complex nature of the penal provision

› Lacuna in the legislation regarding labour exploitation

Background

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 15

› Broadening the scope of the criminal provision, inter alia with
regard to labour exploitation

› Improving the accessibility of the provision as a whole

Objectives

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 16

15

16
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› Accessibility

– Proposal to make a clear distinction in the provision between differents acts in 
the process of trafficking and exploitation

– Three specific penal provisions (in different articles) criminalising the act of:
> Trafficking in human beings (UN Palermo Protocol)
> Exploitation
> Profiting from trafficking or exploitation

New penal provision

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 17

Easier-to-use definition of THB

Guilty of human trafficking shall be: 
Any person who through the use of any of the means, laid down in Paragraph 3, 
recruits, transports, transfers, harbours or receives another person for the purpose
of exploitation of that person. (maximum 12 yrs imprisonment)

Specific criminal provision on exploitation

Guilty of exploitation shall be:
Any person who exploits another person. (maximum 12 yrs imprisonment)

Specific criminal provision on profiting

Guilty of profiting from the acts of human trafficking and exploitation shall be:
Any person intentionally profiting from the acts of trafficking in human beings and
exploitation, while that person knows or should have serious reason to believe that
the person involved is victim of the said acts. (maximum 6yrs imprisonment)

New penal provision

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 18
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› New penal provision on labour situations causing serious harm to
workers

› Positioned between acts justifying a ‘human trafficking/exploitation
approach’ and an administrative sanction

New penal provision

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 19Administrative law

Labour exploitation

?

Guilty of serious harm in labour situations shall be:

Any person who through abuse of a position of authority or abuse of 
a position of vulnerability causes another person to perform work
under conditions or circumstances that induce serious harm to that
person.

New penal provision

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 20Administrative law

Labour exploitation

?

19
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1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 21

Section 273f Dutch Penal Code

1. Any person who:
1° by coercion, act of violence or any other act or threat of violence or threat of any other act, by
extortion, fraud, deception or abuse of a position of authority arising from de facto 
circumstances, by abuse of a position of vulnerability or by giving or receiving remuneration or 
benefits in order to obtain the consent of a person who has control over this other person 
recruits, transports, transfers, harbours or receives another person with the purpose of 
exploiting this other person or removing his organs; 
2° recruits, transports, transfers, harbours or receives another person with the purpose of 
exploiting this other person or removing his organs whereas this person is under the age of 
eighteen years;
3° recruits, removes or abducts another person with the intention of inducing this person to make 
himself available for the performance of sexual acts with or for a third party for remuneration;
4° compels or persuades another person with one of the means referred to in 1° to make himself
available for the performance of work or services or to make his organs available or under the
circumstances referred to in 1°, takes any action which he knows or has reasonable cause to
suspect will lead that other person to make himself available for the performance of labour or 
services or make his organs available;
5° induces another person to make himself available for the performance of sexual acts with or for
a third party for remuneration or make his organs available for remuneration or takes any action 
in regard of another person which he knows or has reasonable cause to suspect will lead that
other person to make himself available for the performance of these acts or services or make 
his organs available, whereas this person is under the age of eighteen years;
6° intentionally profits from the exploitation of another person;
7° intentionally profits from the removal of the organs of another person while he knows or has 
reasonable cause to suspect that his organs have been removed under one of the
circumstances referred to in 1°;
8° intentionally profits from the sexual acts of another person with or for a third party for
remuneration or the removal of his organs for remuneration, whereas this other person is under
the age of eighteen years;
9° compels or induces another person by any of the means referred to in 1° to provide him with the
proceeds of his sexual acts with or for a third party or of the removal of his organs;

shall be guilty of human trafficking and as such shall be liable to a term of imprisonment not exceeding
twelve years or a fine of the fifth category.

UN Palermo Protocol

International Convention
for the Suppression of the
Traffic in Women of Full Age, 
1933

National background

‘Trafficking acts’

‘Exploitation acts’

‘Act of profiting’

Any person who exploits another person.

Any person who through abuse of a position of authority or abuse of a position of vulnerability
causes another person to perform work under conditions or circumstances that induce serious
harm to that person.

› Preconsultation and consultation (December 2022-March 2023)

› Council of State Advisory Opinion (June 2023)

› Introduction to the House of Representatives (September 2023)

Process

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 22
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Thank you for your attention!

l.b.esser@minjenv.nl

1 december 2022

Modernising Article 273f DPC 23
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osce.org
1 December 2022, Vienna

Trafficking in Human Beings: Countering Impunity 

Enhancing investigations and prosecutions 

Trafficking in Human Beings: Countering Impunity 

Enhancing investigations and prosecutions 

Co-funded by the European Union

2

Technology facilitated human trafficking

✓ 250,000 new escort ads are posted online every day in US. 

Somewhere in that pile of data are children who are bought and sold 

online for sex

✓ 75% of survivors in the US were advertised online for sexual services 

and that online advertising is increasing while advertising on the street 

is decreasing

✓ Four out of 10 people hooked by trafficking networks throughout 

Mexico are captured through fake job offers, according to a report by 

the Citizen Council for Security and Justice of Mexico City

✓ In Austria in 2018, in 74% of THB cases the Internet was the most 

common infrastructure used by perpetrators 

1
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3

Technology facilitated human trafficking

✓ Roughly 40% of online ads offering escort and sex work services in

British Columbia, CAN included language indicating child sex

trafficking

✓ 750,000 individuals estimated to be looking to connect with

children across the globe for sexual purposes online at any one

time

✓ OSCE identified over thousands of websites in 26 OSCE pS

where the risks of THB is high

4

Technology facilitated human trafficking

✓ Last year, German police and customs conducted 510 investigations 

into human trafficking and exploitation

✓ This includes various offences, such as the compulsion to engage in 

prostitution, child pornography films or sexual acts on children and 

adolescents in exchange for rewards

✓ For more than one in three underage victims (36 percent), the first 

contact was made via the Internet, such as platforms, chats, 

online games and social media

3
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What is the “positive” role of 

technology?

6

OSCE response - research

305 initiatives identified as a result of the mapping exercise

5
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OSCE response - research

https://www.osce.org/cthb/455206

8

OSCE response - research

Trafficking type Per cent of tech tools

Labour Trafficking 46%

Sex Trafficking 29%

Other 21%

N/A 4%

7

8

https://www.osce.org/cthb/455206
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OSCE response - research

10

OSCE response - research
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OSCE response - research

12

Specific examples - data scraping software

11
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Specific examples - data scraping software

14

Specific examples - data scraping software

Since 2018, Traffic Jam was used to identify an estimated 

6,800 victims of sex trafficking. 

13
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Specific examples - data scraping software

16

AI tools to fight THB - PROJECT INTERCEPT

15
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17

AI tools to fight THB - PROJECT INTERCEPT

18

AI tools to deter buyers –
Street Grace Transaction Intercept

✓ Works to find the “buyers” of minor sex and erodes their notion of 

“anonymity”

✓ After identifying potential buyers, Street Grace communicates with 

these individuals using an artificial intelligence chatbot, Gracie.

✓ Once the intent to purchase a minor is confirmed Gracie 

communicates the risks and consequences of the potential buyer’s 

actions. 

✓ Additionally, Transaction Intercept provides trauma and therapy 

resources to all individual “buyers”

17
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19

AI tools to deter buyers – Childsafe.ai

✓ childsafe.ai is the world’s first artificial intelligence platform for 

monitoring, graphing and modelling child exploitation risk on the 

Web.

In use by law enforcement agencies around the United States, 

childsafe.ai actively collects signal of exploitation threats from online 

ecosystems where they are known to occur, modelling that signal 

into probable risk.

20

Specific examples – HASING TECHNOLOGY

19
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Specific examples – HASING TECHNOLOGY

22

AI tools to fight THB - PROJECT ARACHNID

Project Arachnid is an innovative, victim-centric set of tools to combat 

the growing proliferation of child sexual abuse material (CSAM) on the 

internet. Launched in 2017, Project Arachnid unifies automated CSAM 

detection methods with a team of dedicated analysts around the world 

to quickly send removal notices to electronic service providers 

(ESPs).

21
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Specific examples - TraffickCam

24

Specific examples – financial analysis
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Specific examples – financial analysis

osce.org/secretariat/

trafficking

@osce_cthb

Thank you!

radu.cucos@osce.org
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